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the same to be true of the messenger who preceded Israel to the promised land, 
and therefore for holding that this was the conception which was in the mind of 
the prophet Malachi. This interpretation would require us to separate the predic- 
tion concerning the messenger from that concerning Elijah, and to regard the 
messenger as the Messiah, whom the prophet thinks of as a new revelation of 
Jehovah. In that case, we should have to understand the evangelists, in their use 
of this passage, as identifying John by making references to the great event which 
he heralded, and not by applying the prophet's language directly to John himself. 
The case is different, of course, with the prediction concerning Elijah. That, they 
apply directly to John. 

The Sunday School Lessons now change to the Gospel of John. A treatment 
of the first two lessons in John is fairly due in the present number of The Stu- 
dent ; but the writer of these papers is compelled to ask indulgence for delaying 
all New Testament work until next month. 



A BOOK-STUDY: FIKST SAMUEL. 

By the Editor. 



I. GENERAL KEMAKKS. 

1. This is not intended to be a lecture, a paper, or an article ; but rather a 
study. It will not furnish material ; but directions for obtaining material. It is 
not written for professors, or specialists ; but for those who need help in their 
Bible-study, and recognize this need.i The aim in view is (1) the acquisition of 
real Bible-kuowledge ; (2) the cultivation of a historical spirit ; (3) the attainment 
of a habit of independent investigation. 

2. The presentation of the results of one's labor, after the giound has been 
thoroughly covered, is one thing; the covering of the giound, in order to obtain 
results, is another. The difference, in the order of work, t)etween the two is very 
great. Having the second of these in view, the order of our study must be made 
to con-espond." 

3. This "study," with others like it, is perhaps, in some respects, an "ideal" 
one. It is not meant by this that it possesses any considerable degree of excel- 
lence ; but simply that it includes some points the working out of which may 
have for some minds little attraction. Intellectual tastes differ. Some men, for 
example, have a passion for chronology ; others detest it. Each student is to 
choose that which will be most profitable to him. "While, therefore, the whole, 
and even more, is necessary for a complete work, some points may be gone over 
less carefully than others ; some, indeed, may be omitted entirely. 

4. The second "study" (in the April Student) will take up Second Samnel; 
the third " study " (in the May Student) will take up certain questions which 



1 The number of those who need help maj' be very large ; those, however, who recognize this 
need are, presumably, comparatively few. 

8 Bight here is where so many students make a mistake. They, strangely enough, imagine 
that a reading over of results, without having gone through the processes leading to those 
results, is sufflcient. If they who follow up this idea learn little or nothing, upon whom, pray, 
does the responsibility rest ? 
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could only be considered after a careful study of the contents of both books. The 
necessity of this arrangement will be at once apparent. 

5. The ground which each " study " aims to cover is so great, that a large 
amount of reading on the several topics suggested will not be possible. (After 
all, it is thinking, not reading, which is chiefly needed.) Yet every student 
should have a commentary. "While some commentaries are positively hurtful, 
and some incapable of exerting any influence either for good or bad, there are a 
few from which great help can be obtained. That commentary which can be used 
to best advantage in tlie three "studies" on the Books of Samuel, and upon which, 
more than upon all others combined, the "studies" are based, is The First avd 
Second Books of Samuel, with Maps, Notes and Introduction, by Professor A. F. 
Kirkpatrick.i This commentary contains, for the ordinaiy reader, more and bet- 
ter help for the study of these books than any other with which the writer is 
acquainted. The student wlio has no commentaiy on Samuel should purchase 
this one first. He who has others needs this also. Other commentaries from 
wliich much help can be obtained, although in many cases with the expenditure 
of much labor, are tliose of Keil,2 and Lange.^ The latter is especially valuable 
in the line of textual criticism. 

6. The student will find valuable articles on almost every important topic 
here considered in Smithes Bible Bictionary (Hackett).* A reading of chapters 
I. — VII. in volume three of Qeikie's Bottrs with the Bible^ will do much toward 
giving a clear and vivid idea of tlie historical scope of First Samuel. Th" 
Kingdmn of All-Israel, by James Sime,*' of which pages 1-233 are devoted to the 
period included in our "study," is to be commended for its peculiar freshness and 
suggestiveness. Tliese books are all easily accessible. 

7. The " study " may to some appear to be too exhaustive ; to others, very 
incomplete. Let the former work out a less amount than is here indicated. Let 
the latter go more into the detail of the analysis, and the interpretation of sec- 
tions, or single verses. 

8. It is taken for granted that no one who really desires to know all that he 
can learn about tliese books will hesitate to use constantly and exclusively (except 
for comparison) tlie Ite vised Yei-sion. AVhatever may be the shortcomings of this 
version, it is vastly superior to the Autliorized Version, and is deserving of imme- 
diate adoption. 

II. DIUECTIOXS. 

1 . First, master the contents' of the book. What events are narrated in it ¥ Of 
whom does it speak ? Let the material be taken up chapter by chapter, as 
follows : 



1 Two vols. 12mo, pp. 251, 248. Price, 90 cents each. In the series of Cambridge Bible for 
Schools and Colleges. New York : MaemiUan & Co. 

2 Edinburgh: T. <t T. Clark. Or, New Yorlc: Scribner Jc Welford. 
■■> New York: Charles Seribner's Sons. 

1 Boston: Ho«aMon, Mifflin & Co. 

'■ New York: James Pott <& Co. 

•■London: James NisbetA Co. 1883. Pp.821. 

■ Generally the title, author, date, etc., are first considered. While it may be proper to begin 
at this point in the presentMton of results, it is a great mistake to do so in the working out of the 
subject. It is only after obtaining an intimate acquaintance with the contents that one is able 
to arrive at any satisfactory conclusion as to these questions. 
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a. Read ovei-i each chapter, noting closely its contents, and its general 
connection with the chapter which precedes and that which follows.2 

h. Write out, on a long slip of paper, for each chapter a concisely stated topic 
which will suggest to your mind the detailed contents of that chapter ; 
e. g., for chapter five, Chastisement of the Philistines. It may be neces- 
saiy, in some chapters, to select two, or even more, topics, in order to 
include every thing; e. g.,for chapter two, Hannah's Song of Thanksgiv- 
ing; Wickedrmsof EWs Sons, and Doom, of ElVs House. 

c. Study these topics, referring, when necessary, to the Scripture narrative, 

until, without hesitation, you can recall all the details under each. 

d. Write out, on a separate slip, the numbers of the chapters {i., ii.. iii., iv., 

etc.) ; and endeavor to recall the topic, or topics, of each chapter. Con- 
tinue this exercise, until the member of a chapter will at once suggest to 
your mind the topics and contents of that chapter.* 
2. In the second place, analyze the book. The analysis is merely the grouping 
together of the material under heads more or less inclusive. 
a. In the general analysis proceed as follows : * 

(1) Decide upon a general subject or heading for the entire bools, and then 

divide the book into two divisions, for each of which there will be 
a distinct heading. That chapter which treats of the foundation of 
the monarchy will, perhaps, be found to furnish a good dividing point. 

(2) Under each general division, mark out at least three subdivisions. This, 

indeed, is just the number. 

(3) Take the material of each subdivision, and break it into two or more 

sections, according as the case seems to demand. 
h. There is a special analysis which, if time permits, will be found most 

profitable. It may not inappropriately be called an indexing. In this, 

proceed as follows : 
(1) Go through the book, and make out a list of all the persons and impor- 
tant objects referred to : e. g., Samuel, Hannah, Eli, Saul, David, Jon- 
athan, Philistines, Amalekites, etc.; Micmash, Nob, Gath, Ziklag, 
etc. ; Oil, the Ark, Evil Spirit, Covenant, Cave, etc. Perhaps the end 
sought for may be gained by selecting only the most important per- 
sonages. Arrange them in alphabetical order. 



1 In this reading make use of no commentary. Head thouglitfully ; and wlien a word, or 
phrase, or verse, occurs, the meaning of which is not clear, indicate the fact by an interrogation 
point. In a second or third reading, many of these doubtful points will become clear. As op- 
portunity offers, or as the particular point under consideration demands, satisfy yourself as to 
these difficulties by the aid of commentaries. 

s These chapter-divisions are followed only for the sake of convenience in making references. 
Frequently the ilrst verse or two of a chapter must be counted as belonging to the preceding ; 
e. g., the first half of chapter iv., 1, goes with what precedes. 

3 What the Bible-student desires is Bible-knowledge, The entire Bible le, comparatively, a 
small volume. Why should one not know, most familiarly, the contents of at least the more 
important books ? What a satisfaction there is in being able, in a moment, as it were, to think 
through a whole book I 

^ Every student should make his own analysis. Although imperteet, it will be of far mor& 
help to him than the most perfect, if prepared by another person. When the analysis has once 
been made, it should be compared with, and, if necessary, corrected by those which appear in 
commentaries (no more helpful analysis will be found than that in Professor Kirkpatrick's Com- 
mentary referred to above). It is a sheer waste of time to attempt the memorizing of an analy- 
sis prepared by some other person, unless one is gifted with a remarkable verbal memory. 
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(2) Connect with each name, in the order narrated in the book, the events 
or statements relating directly to it ; i e. g. — 

Samuel, Philistines, 

his parents (i., 1-8) defeat Israel, and take ark (iv., 

his dedication (i., 21-28) 1-1 1 ) 

his ministry in the Tabernacle { 1 1 . , chastisement ( v . ) 

18-21) resolution to restore the ark (vi., 

his call (III., 1-10) 1-9) 

established as a prophet (iii., 19 — return of the ark (vi., 10-18) 

IV., la) rout at Ebenezer (vii., 7-12) 

his work as judge (vii., 13-17) revolt, in Saul's time (xiii., 1-7) 

invade Israel (xiii., 15-23) 

his farewell conference (xii., 1-25) defeat at Micmash (xiv.) 

invade Israel (xvii., 1-3) 

his parting from Saul (xv., 34, 35) Goliath slain (xvii., 4-51) 

his mission to Bethlehem {xvi., 1-5) 

his anointing of David (xvi., 12, 13) Achish and David (xxvii., 1-4) 
his death and burial {xxv., 1) muster against Saul (xxviii., 1, 

his return from the dead, and conver- 2.) 

satiou with Saul (xxviii., 11-19) battle of Gilboa (xxxi.) 

Tiike up next the general chronology of the book. In the case of First Sam- 
\ieU this work is attended with peculiar difficulties.^ Adopt the following 
order : 
(t. Get the starting-point ; viz., the date of Samuel's birth. 
h. Get the stopping-point ; viz., the date of Saul's death, 
c. Xow fix, approximately, the principal events ; among others, 

(1) Call of Samuel ; (2) death of Eli; (3) duration of Philistine oppression ; 

(4) duration of Samuel's judgeship; (5) rule of Samuel's sons; (6) 

Said's election; (7) David's anointing; (8) Samuel's death ; (9) Saul's 

death. 

<1. In this work, which at the best will be very unsatisfactory for any but a 

professional student, note carefully as follows : 

(1) Judg. xiii., 1, which speaks of a forty-year oppression, the close of 

which is probably marked by the battle of Ebenezer, 1 Sam. vii., 12, 13. 

(2) The statement of Paul, Acts xiii., 21 ; the age of David at his accession, 

2 Sam. v., 4; the fact that he was a stripling when he fought with 
Goliath, 1 Sam. xyii., 38 ; the time spent in Philistia, 1 Sam. xxvii.,7. 

(3) Saul a young man at time of his election, yet Jonathan (chs. xin., xiv.) 

a warrior (certainly 20). 



1 Considerable judgment must be exercised, In many cases, to determine under what name a 
given event would best be placed. The same event will often have to be assigned to several 
names. It ought, however, to be borne In mind that. In the deciding of these questions, and in 
the writing out of this mattei*, the student Is all the time making himself more familiar with 
Bible-events, Bible-thoughts and Bible-expression. To really master any thing, one must dwell 
upon It a long time, and go back to it many times. If variety can be Introduced into the study, 
the work will be all the more Interesting ; the mastery, all the more rapid. 

2 The uncertainty of the chronology should not lead us to pass It by. If no knowledge but 
certain knowledge is worth having, few men know any thing. Even the date of our Saviour's 
birth is a matter of dispute. One will have a keener comprehension of the events In this book, if 
he can answer, only approximately, the ;'ollowing questions: Samuel's age when he was called? 
when Eli died ? when he became judge ? irhen he anointed Saul ? when he anointed David ? when 
he died ? David's age when Saul was anc inted ? when he himself was anointed ? when he came 
to the throne ? etc., etc. 
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(5) Probability tliat a "period of ten or fifteen years is passed over in 
silence between chapters ix. and xiii." 
4. Now,i let us consider, more or less exhaustively, according to the amount of 
time at our disposal, the taste we may have for this kind of work, and the 
character of the "lielps" which we may command, some of the more im- 
portant historical points which are presented in the book. In this work, we 
are (1) to use the material we have collected; (2) get other material, so 
far as needed, from other Scripture ; (3) read, as largely as time and appli- 
ances will permit ; (4) compare person with person, event with event ; (6) 
digest the whole subject, and (6) put into practical form the results. We 
may consider five general topics : 
«. SamiieVs Life and Worh.^ The following points may be suggested : 

(1) Condition of Israel at time of his birth; events which happened in his 

youth {12—22 (?)); Ids training. 

(2) His reformation and delivery of Israel; liis judgeship. 

(3) His connection witli the founding of the proplietic order ; his connection 

with the founding of the kingdom. 

(4) His work as a prophet-counsellor (prime minister) ; his work as a priest. 

(5) His character; liis place in the estimation of the people; his place in 

Jewish history. 
h. The Prophetic Order.^ This topic, to receive any thing like an exhaustive 
treatment, must cover all Jewish history. At tliis point, however, the 
student cannot well afford to pass over the subject. Let him, for the 
present, therefore, consider it only in a general way : 

(1) Work of the priest ; condition of priesthood at the time of Samuel's birth. 

(2) The persons called propliets, and the prophecies uttered, before Samuel's 

time ; a careful study of Deut. x viii., 15-19 ; Samuel's relation to the 
order. 

(3) Tlie soliools of the prophets,^the references to them in Scripture, the 

students, the stv^dies, the rules and regulations. 

(4) Tlie work of the prophets as advisers, historians, instructors, preachers, 

interpreters. 

(5) The relation of the prophets and the prophetic order to tlie priests and 

the priestly order, and to the royal order. 

(6) The place, in general, of the prophetic order in Jewish history, 
c. Said-s Life and Character.* Here may be considered : 

(1) His person, family, tribe. 

(2) Condition of Israel at this time ; their demand for a king. 

(3) Circumstances of his selection, anointing and confirmation. 

(4) Traits of character displayed in the war with the Philistines. 

(5) Circumstances connected with his rejection. 



1 Up to this time, the work has been of a preparatory nature. Having learned what was in 
the hook, the ground covered, we may now take up work of a more advanced character. To 
have taken up this work at an earlier point, would have been premature. 

2 Read (1) in Kirkpatrick's Introduction to Books of Samuel, pp. 39-33; (3) in Geikie's Hours 
with the BihU, vol. 111., pp. 1-75. 

3 Bead (1) in Kirkpatrick's Introduction, pp. 33, 34; (3) in Gcikle (vol. III.), pp. 40-75. 

< It is probable that our narrative passes over the first ten or fifteen years of Saul's reign in 
silence. 
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(6) Saul's attitude towards David : the facts ; tlie explanation of tlie facts ; 

liis treatment by David. 

(7) Last days of his life; the resort to the witch of Endor;^ the battle of 

Gilboa. 

(8) Good elements in Saul's character ; the defects in his cliaracter ; the ex- 

tenuating circumstances in the case. 2 
d. DamWs Early Lifefi This topic is capable of almost indefinite expansion. 
The material accessible for the study of David's life is very large, com- 
pared with that given us in the case of others. AVe have not only a 
minute historical account, but what is of almost greater importance, his 
Psalms. Only the following points will be suggested : 

(1) His childhood at Betlilehem ; its influence upon his later life. 

(2) Circumstances connected with his taking up a residence at court.* 

(3) His treatment by Saul ; his life as an outlaw in the wilderness ; his flight 

to the Philistines, and residence in Ziklag. 

(4) David's early life as a discipline to prepare him for the throne. 

(0) David's character, compared with Saul's. 

(6) David and Jonathan ; their love and its basis ; the character of Jonathan. 

6. David^s Early Psalmsfi The study of this period includes also the study of 

those Psalms written by David before coming to the throne. This is a 

delicate and difficult work. We can only indicate the partiCtttar Psalms 

referred to, and give directions for their study.* 

(1 ) By the superscriptions, the following Psalms are assigned to this period : 

MX. (cf. 1 Sam. XIX., 11-18), liv. (cf. 1 Sam. xxiii., 19 seq.; or xxvi., 
1 seq), LVi. and xxxiv. (cf. 1 Sam. xxi.), lvii. and cxlii. (cf. 1 Sam. 
XXII., 1, or xxiv., 3), Lii. (cf. 1 Sam. xxii., 9), lxiii. (cf. 1 Sam. xxii., 
5). Some of these are certainly doubtful, particularly lix., xxxiv. 
and LXiii. Perhaps there may be added vii., xi., xxxv. 

(2) For the purpose in hand, these Psalms may be studied as follows : 

(a) Read over the Psalm carefully, and endeavor, so far as possible, to as- 

sociate the thoughts expressed with the occasion suggested in the 
superscription. 

(b) Examine each verse with a view to finding any expression, if such 

exist, which is not in accordance witli the occasion suggested. 

(c) Discover the general theme of the Psalm, and study the relation sus- 

tained by the several parts of the Psalm to this theme. 
Remark. — A careful and conscientious performance of the tasks assigned above 
will surely not fail to yield results of a valuable and permanent character. 



1 This event will come up again for detailed study in a later part of the work on this book. 

2 Read (I) in Kirkpatrick's Introduction, pp. 35-37; (2) Geikie, vol. III., pp. 75-103, 152-182; 
(3) Sime's Kirigdom of All-Israel, chapters i., ii., iii., iv., VL, vii., viii. 

3 Read (1) in Kirkpatrick's Introduction, pp. 38-41 ; (2) in Geikie, vol. III., pp. 133—183. 
i The difficulties involved in this topic will be taken up in a later connection. 

5 The treatment suggested is, of course, a very meagre one, but sufficient perhaps in view of 
the work we are attempting. These Psalms are included here, not for themselves, but for their 
supposed relation to the narrative under consideration. 

6 For the clearest, and upon the whole most satisfactory treatment of these Psalms, the stu- 
dent is referred to Perowne's Commentary on the Psalms, published by W. F. Draper, Andover, 
Mass., two vols. Price, $6.75. 



